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What is it?

Global in scope, the Zero Pellet program supports industries / 

companies in the plastics production chain to implement in their 

operations good practices for the maintenance and containment of 

pellets, flakes and powdered resin, in order to achieve zero loss of 

these products to the environment. It has consolidated itself as one 

of the main environmental protection actions in the sector
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What is it?

Plastic resin in granules are small raw material spheres used for the 

production of plastic artifacts
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*https://www.marinelittersolutions.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/MLS-Declaration-2016_V3-002.pdf

History
✓ 5th International Marine Debris Conference ”: Held in Hawaii, the 

Honolulu Strategy was launched, which sets out commitments for 

the global effort to reduce the impacts of marine litter

✓ As a result of this Strategy and at the invitation of Plastics Europe 

and American Chemistry Council (ACC), Plastivida became a 

signatory to the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations for 

Solutions on Marine Litter *

✓ There are currently more than 150 initiatives by the Global Plastics 

Industry, including in Brazil, to implement solutions to the problem



Plastivida Agreement – IO/USP   
As a signatory of the Global Declaration, in 2012 Plastivida signed a Technical 

Cooperation Agreement with USP's Oceanographic Institute (IO), the biggest reference 

on the topic in Brazil, which was renewed in 2017 for another 5 years. It has the 

following objectives to keep in mind the commitments assumed:

Know and 

evaluate the 

characteristics 

of marine 

pollution in 

Brazil

Scale the 

relevance of 

Brazil to the 

Global 

scenario

Identify and 

quantify the 

origin of waste 

in the seas and 

beaches of 

Brazil

Establish time 

series of data 

on marine 

litter

Develop 

Environmental 

Education 

actions for 

society



Domesticating the theme in Brazil
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*http://www.porummarlimpo.org.br/assets/docs/declaracao_de_intencoes_forum.pdf

Plastics Sector Forum: For a Clean Sea
Actions carried out in 2016:

✓ The Plastivida Committee became the Plastics Sectorial Forum: For 
a Clean Sea

✓ It currently has 18 signatories, including trade associations, unions 
and industries, who have signed the Declaration of Intent *, based 
on the Declaration of the Global Plastics Associations

✓ Creation of the “EnTenda o Lixo” (“UnderStand Trash”) Project, 
carried out for the first time during the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in Rio de Janeiro



Launch of a new visual identity:



Plastics Sector Forum: For a Clean Sea

Signatories:



Why apply in Brazil?

✓ Types of plastics in the seas: Macro plastics (above 2.5 cm), Meso Plastic 

(intermediate, sub-sampled) and Micro plastics (below 0.5 cm)

✓ Most suitable measurement methodologies:
✓ Macro plastics: fit to the measure by “mass”

✓ Micro plastics: fit to the measure by “number of items”

✓ Around 90% of the mass of plastics found in the seas are Macro plastics:

✓ 80% originates on the continent, by poor management of urban solid waste and tourist activities on 

beaches

✓ 20% comes from activities carried out at sea, such as fishing and transportation (tourist or merchant)
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Why apply in Brazil?

✓ Around 10% of the mass of plastics found in the seas are Microplastics

✓ The rates of 90% X 10% vary according to:

✓ Location (port areas, islands, places with or without basic sanitation)

✓ Periods (eg parties on beaches like New Year's Eve)

✓ Ocean currents

✓ Pellets make up the universe of Microplastics and it makes no sense to evaluate 

their presence by "mass", but by "quantity of items"

✓ Studies show the presence of pellets in different locations, ranging from negligible 

quantities of items to 16% of collected microplastics
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Pellet Zero – OCS® no Brasil

Why apply in Brazil?

✓ Its presence is associated with port areas, mainly due to industrial distribution 

systems, but there are pellets that reach the seas from the continent through rivers, 

from factories, warehouses and land transport

✓ Thus, the industry has an important role in the marine litter context since pellets 

are, in fact, found in the seas, although in comparatively  small quantities and  pellet 

management depends solely on the governance of the sector.



Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil
Actions carried out in 2014:

✓ Diagnosis of pellet losses in the Brazilian plastics production 
chain 

✓ Diagnosis of the pellet losses at the Santos port terminal

✓ Adaptation of the Zero Pellet Guidance Manual, which was 
one of the plastic sector global actions and completed in 
2015

✓ Continuation of waste monitoring on Brazilian beaches 



Innovative model :

✓ Construction process with the sector and, therefore, innovative

✓ Importance of the Program and the adhesion of companies to the process

✓ Avoid accidents and reduce losses

✓ Process of continuous improvement, solid, systematized; staggered, fully 
documented; 100% transparent, with credibility / reliability, complies with 
compliance policies

✓ Possibility of support, monitoring, validation of each step of the process

✓ Strengthening the role of company employees as protagonists
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Implementation process :

✓ By company / unit

✓ General focal point / unit

✓ Term of adhesion per unit / company

✓ Confidentiality

✓ Monitoring / Renewal

✓ Up to two years to obtain the 5 stars and start the monitoring cycle
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Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil

Brazilian Licensors :

✓ The application model in Brazil is unique, and follows the 

premises established jointly within the scope of the Sectorial 

Forum on Plastics

✓ Approved by OCS® - PIA (Plastic Industry Association) and ACC 

American Chemistry Council brand holders



http://pelletzero.porummarlimpo.org.br/

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil

Zero Pellet Program Platform-OCS®:

✓ Sharing good practices

✓ Program Data

✓ Dissemination of PPZ-OCS®



Implementation process :

✓ Access to the PPZ-OCS® platform

✓ Download Program Manuals

and implementation

✓ Filling out the form

Diagnostic Checklist

✓ Planning start

(Work Plan) for action

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil



Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil



How to implement :

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil





Process Start:

✓ "Voluntary commitment to promote and expand the reach of the Circular 

Economy in plastic packaging"

✓ Launched by ABIQUIM - Brazilian Chemical Industry Association, the 

Commitment defines that, voluntarily, the signatory companies must 

implement the Zero Pellet and its operations

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil



7 de dezembro de 2018



Expanding the scope of PPZ-OCS® :

✓ Petrochemical

✓ Transformation

✓ Need to involve service providers:

o carriers

o distributors

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil



Implementation Program Status: Total GG companies

Total companies: 25 

✓ 13 companies have already received a star: SIGNATURE OF THE COMMITMENT

✓ 8 companies have already received two stars: DIAGNOSIS

✓ 1 companies have already received three stars: WORK PLAN

✓ 2 company has already received four stars: IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

✓ 1 Company received five stars: OCS® BLUE CERTIFICATION

Zero Pellet – OCS® in Brasil
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Zero Pellet  – OCS®



Agradecimento e Mensagem

"I am hopeful that greater 
knowledge of the sea, which has 
given man wisdom for millennia, 
inspires once again the thoughts 

and actions of those who will 
preserve the balance of nature and 

allow the conservation of their 
own lives"

Jacques Cousteau, oceanógrafo

✓ We want to thank the organization of the 4th 
Brazilian PLASTIC Congress

✓ Message to the sector: your participation is 
essential for the success of the PPZ-OCS® 
Program

Tradução John Sevante
jsevante@gmail.com
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